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PREFACE

Passing from one era to another is an emotional experience when one considers it. This is especially true of central northern Indiana Methodists who face a new adventure in Christian education and spiritual growth at Battle Ground. The Battle Ground Story is an Integral part of Indiana Methodism and, beginning with the Collegiate Institute through camp meeting days to the present activities of the Assembly Grounds. It is the historical witness of “works” of the Spirit which span a century. Now that a new phase in its development is being contemplated and is, in fact begun, it is well that we view the old before taking leave of it.

The Battle Ground Story is a long one heretofore existing only in fragmentary form in many sources, but it remained for some persons, dedicated to the objective to piece the fragments together with such precision as to show the transition from one era to another. The initiative for this venture began with the writing of the HISTORY OF THE CAMP MEETING AND ASSEMBLY GROUNDS by the Rev. William

D. Archibald (retired) of Lebanon. Later it was the decision of the Historical Society of the Northwest Indiana Conference to publish this account jointly with the Tippecanoe County Historical Association, to include material from its archives and to supplement these by the addition of the Battle Ground portion from METHODIST SCHOOLS IN THE NORTHWEST INDIANA CONFERENCE OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, written in 1952 by Dr. George P. Salen (Associate Professor of Education, Purdue University) consent being graciously given by him. To these gentlemen we are especially indebted for use of their manuscripts and we take opportunity in these words to express thanks to them.

This publication is the first to be made through use of the OAKEL

F. HALL MEMORIAL FUND, established in 1948 with the Tippecanoe

County Historical Association by the children of Prof. & Mrs. Oakel

Fowler Hall, in tribute to his long service as a charter member of

its Board of Directors, his interest in history, and his many contribu​tions of service toward public awareness of its heritage.

Prof. Hall, a graduate of Harvard University and ordained minister of the Methodist Church, came to Purdue as Student Pastor in 1914, being a pioneer in this field, and after a few years was the leader in establishing the Purdue Wesley Foundation. In 1917 he became a member of the University Staff, being associated with student YMCA activities, student welfare, and the Agricultural Extension program as it began to establish socio-educational contacts throughout rural Indiana. In later years he was a teacher of sociology in the School of Education, being granted full professorship in 1922. During many of these years he was also pastor of the Stidham Memorial Methodist Church at Taylor Station near Lafayette.

Because of his frequent and earnest admonition to record the elusive events of yesterday on the printed page before they are lost to memory, it is especially appropriate that this first publication from the HALL FUND be dedicated to his memory. This we do, with gratitude to those who have made it possible; Mrs. H. Frederick Wilkie, Mrs. Albert Frieberger, Mrs. H. Burke Forbes and Mr. J. Edward Hall.

Thanks are also extended to Miss Eleanore Cammack, Archivist, Roy 0. West Library, DePauw University, for the use of pictures from the Methodist Archives and for her experienced counsel pertaining to the use of “things” Methodist.

INTRODUCTION

The selection of the Battle Ground site for location of the Collegiate Institute and later the Camp Meeting and Assembly Grounds, is rooted in sentiment typical of its day because of the proximity to a very historic part of Indiana. On the wooded oak ridge adjacent to the present grounds, and actually a part of them, was fought on November 7, 1811, a battle with the Indian tribes of the upper Wabash which has been described as the “curtain-raiser” to the War of 1812. The intense patriotic zeal of the early 19th century associated with the spot where the Battle of Tippecanoe took place clothed it in a lasting fame that was to enable its hero, Gen. William Henry Harrison, to be elected to the presidency in 1840. The Great Whig Rally of that year virtually launched his campaign and attracted a throng of 30,000 people. The memory of these events and the folk traditions connected with them have all contributed to the aura of sentiment which permeates the place.

Another factor may have been the presence of a fine mineral (Chalybeate) spring on the shore of Burnett’s Creek near the battle field discovered by an eminent scientist, Dr. Charles M. Wetherill, of which he wrote from Lafayette on August 18, 1858:

“It would be difficult to find a place better adapted for a hotel for summer resort than at the Tippecanoe Battle-ground. A place of much interest; yearly visited by many; with beautiful surround​ing scenery; a fine opportunity for baths, both with the mineral water and with water of Burnett’s Creek, accessibility from Lafayette, etc., are advantages which greatly lessen the risk of the undertaking. (i.e., promotion of a watering-place, or spa.) It would supply a want much needed here, viz.: a pleasant place where parents could afford a few weeks change of scene and air, in the summer time to their children, at a small outlay... .It is accessible in fifteen minutes by railway, and also by a pleasant carriage drive... .the hills and river banks offer many a pleasant walk and the woods afford agreeable and shady rides and drives.”

Coupled with this pleasing vision was a very real need toward which the church made a significant contribution. This was long before the existence of the public school, administered by the state, as we know it today, though the ideal of free education was inherent to the Ordinance of 1787 and the Constitution of Indiana.
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It remained for the State Legislature of 1867 to provide implementation for public support of free schools, but until such provision became adequate in volume private education at the primary and secondary level was often the self-assumed responsibility of the church.

In Tippecanoe county the two denominations who were leaders in this movement were the Society of Friends (Quakers) who founded the Farmers’ Institute Academy in 1851, and the Methodist Episcopal Church’s Northwest Indiana Conference who took under its supervision not only the Battle Ground Collegiate Institute but also the Stockwell Collegiate Institute and academies at Dayton, Shawnee Mound and Sugar Grove. It was to such a day and cause that Methodists gave leadership and it is to that phase of life, locally treated, that this publication seeks to give illumination.

The Great Cane Ridge Revival of 1801 in Bourbon county, Kentucky, may seem to have not even a remote connection with our purpose in describing what transpired at Battle Ground but the historical fact is that the medium of the “camp-meeting” spread to the Indiana Territory with the influx of settlers who had experienced redemption and salvation in that reverberating religious upheaval. The camp- meeting idea, which had characterized that great experience, was to become associated with evangelistic fervor of the 19th century and has long since passed into American tradition. Who is to say whether those of the long ago, held in the dense woods on land owned by Samuel Van Camp several miles northwest at a little spot called “Geneseo” may not have conditioned zealous Methodists for the later and greater undertaking at Battle Ground--The Camp Meeting--and its still later counterpart, The Assembly Grounds.
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THE BATTLE GROUND COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE

by Dr. George P. Salen

The Lafayette Weekly Courier of August 14, 1960 carried the following ad:

“The friends of education impressed with its appropriateness in point of beauty, healthfulness and historical association located an institute of learning ... anyone seeking in the vicinity of a city, a quiet and healthful home locality, having railroad facilities and possessing high educational advantages, under happy moral influences are most cordially invited to visit Battle Ground City.”

It is no doubt true that these reasons prompted the Methodists meet​ing for their 1857 session of the Northwest Indiana Conference to start a school at this location. Their plans were facilitated by a donation of eight acres of land (adjacent to the battlefield) from Eli N. Cooper. Methodists had conceived the idea of relocating and renaming the small village of Harrisonville, adjacent to the Battle Field, to Battle Ground City and had drawn up a city plan for this purpose. The money to be derived from this scheme would be used for the creation and main​tenance of a high school in the community. The first session of the school began December 16, 1857 and was known as the Battle Ground Collegiate Institute until January 1867 when a split occurred in the school. For a period of time there were two schools, the one located adjacent to the battlefield, called the Tippecanoe Battle Ground Institute, and the new splitter group which designated itself as the Battle Ground Collegiate Institute. In 1869 the two schools once again were amal​gamated into one and continued under the name Battle Ground Collegiate Institute. The first school was started in a wooden frame building, thirty by thirty-six feet, which was originally used as a refreshment stand for people visiting the battle field.

No doubt there was considerable enthusiasm for the development of a large institution of education on this location for John A. Wilstack, a prominent lecturer and writer of Lafayette, speaking on the lawn of the school in July 1859 made such a point when he said:

   “Look forward with me and contemplate this spot half a century hence when the institution which you 

have planted shall have brought forth fruit abundantly; when the gray head shall bear a double glory, the glory of a consciousness of having conferred the highest benefit upon your fellow- men, and the reflected glory of this seat of learning growing then in marble temples, rich in cabinets and libraries, and intellects far reaching and serene. The present generation owes you a debt of lasting gratitude ​– future generations shall rise up to call you blessed . . . ‘
However the young institution found it had a real problem in securing a more adequate and permanent building. A two story brick structure, one hundred and six feet wide and a depth of four large recitation rooms, was not completed until September 1862. Besides classrooms it contained two libraries, a large study hail, a music room and two large halls for literary societies. There were two towers on the front of the building connected by a veranda. Later on there were changes made in the building but the specific nature of these alterations are not described in sufficient detail to give us a picture of the building. When the split in the schools occurred in 1867 and at that time a new school, three stories in height, was begun on a site adjacent to the Battle Ground Methodist Church. When this building was completed is not known, but after the two schools were once again joined together, it served as the principal building for the school until the academy was converted into a public school about 1882. Since the school on the original property was not being used as an educational institution, the original donor, Eli N. Cooper, requested the courts to deed the land back to him. This was done in 18~74.

The administration of the school was invested in three distinct governing bodies. The board of trustees was the principal agency for operating and maintaining the school. The members, while elected at the annual stock holders meeting, were subject to the approval of the quarterly conference. These men, as women were not permitted as members, had all the powers and obligations normally given boards of trustees. Their principal concern seemed to be financial as they were plagued with the possibility of the school operating over its income. While attempts were made to establish an endowment fund, it was never a success in this school. Probably the most prominent trustee member to serve on the Battle Ground Collegiate Institute Board was John Purdue. His contributions in many were of immense help to the school, but the Methodists seemed later to regret his associations with their institution. The annual meeting of the board was held on the last day of the exercises concluding the Spring term. It chiefly consisted of reports on the status of the school given by the principal; the financial status of the institutes and the approval of the names of the graduating class.

A second group of administrators common to all Methodist schools were the conference visitors. These were ministers appointed annually by the North West Indiana Conference to visit the schools during the year and report to the annual conference on the general moral and financial status of the institution. They normally consisted of two pastors and were considered to be members of the board of trustees.
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The visitors submitted a yearly report on their school to the Conference Committee on Education. Fortunately for historians these reports were published in full in the Western Christian Advocate, a weekly newspaper published in Cincinnati by the Methodist Church.

The faculty of the school also served in an administrative capacity. The principals were delegated considerable authority in administering the program and activities of the school. Besides serving as a teacher the principal was expected to act in such a manner that inspired the young minds to emulate him in their daily living. It was not uncommon In Methodist schools to operate a boarding house for women who lived a distance from the school. In such an event the Principal and his wife were given the responsibility of maintaining this home. It is not for certain whether such an arrangement as this existed at the Battle Ground Collegiate Institute, but it is likely that such was the case.

A study of the enrollment figures for the Battle Ground Collegiate Institute shows that it was one of the largest schools in the Conference. For the period 1859 to 1875 the average yearly enrollment was approxi​mately 275 students. The first full year of the school records an attendance of 250 pupils which grew steadily until the Civil War. During the war years there was a decided decline, but the period following the war, was marked by an immediate boom in attendance. In 1868 the enrollment had dropped to 147 which evidently shows the effect of the split between the schools, but by 1874 it had climbed again to over 300. We have no record of enrollment figures alter 1879. In noting enrollment figures, one must not be over Impressed, however, with the amounts cited since they represent total yearly enrollments and are not term enrollments. There probably never were 275 or 300 students enrolled In the Battle Ground Collegiate Institute at one time. More likely a student body of a 100 students per term would represent a more accurate figure of the number in attendance in any one term. Since compulsory attendance was not required, it was not unusual to have students join or leave school for intermittent periods in any one year. There is also another observation that ought to be made about the enrollment figures. The average yearly attendance of 275 would give the impression that the academy had a fairly respectable size in high school attendance. While further details concerning the academic program will be discussed later, it should be mentioned here that there were three departments in the academy and that the largest enrollments were in those departments we would normally consider as upper elementary and junior high. Actually the numbers in the high school or academy department were quite small.
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The objectives of the Battle Ground Collegiate Institute were somewhat multiple in number. Since this academy like many others was fulfilling a vacuum for public high schools created by the decisions of the Indiana Supreme Court, it attempted to serve many ends. Its major emphasis was college preparatory and its program was particularly designed for those who wished to enter Asbury University (Depauw University), at Greencastle, Indiana. However, attention was not exclusively given to this objective for numerous catalogues would comment that “much of the obstruse mathematics which belong alone to the university is omitted and in its place are instituted other branches of science and literature that are better adapted to the general student.” There seemed to be more emphasis on the practical than was usual for academies of this period. The Catalogue of 1862 for example stated there was to be given a course which was to be a study “of ourselves and the laws which govern us.” While these specific objectives were apparent, there is no question that the school aimed to provide what one of the principals, 0. H. Smith, said “our aim will be to conduct the school in such a manner that we may secure the great objects of all education - through mental and wholesome moral discipline.”

The Academy at Battle Ground had an academic year of three quarters. The first term was for fourteen weeks and the last two for thirteen weeks. The first session was designated as the fall term, the second as the winter term and the third as the spring term. As a general practice the fall term commenced about the middle of September but apparently not all students were prompt in enrolling for a frequent statement in the school’s catalogues read “students need to be present in the first day” or a late registration fee would be charged. There was, however, a somewhat different policy practiced regarding the enrollment of new students in departments lower than the academic. Here announcements were often made that new classes would be started at any time. The fall term usually ended the third week In December and was followed by a Christmas vacation. This was usually two weeks in length and when the students returned to class the winter term commenced. This lasted till the last week in March when the students once again had a week of Spring vacation. The third term would then begin and continued until the close of school, about July 4. The school calendars would also include a period of about three days at the close of each period for public examinations and literary exercises.

It may be somewhat surprising to learn that academies of this period often granted degrees for completing their programs. The male graduates at Battle Ground received a Bachelor of Science degree and the women a degree of Mistress of the English Literature.

Financing such an institution, however, was an immense problem. The chief source of revenue for building purposes was private donations and such was the case with this academy. While there was a small endowment it did not serve to put the school on a sound financial basis. Current expenses were paid out of money collected by tuition. It was specifically requested that tuition bills be paid in advance with such forceful statements as “tuition bills settled at opening ... this regulation is imperative.” Perhaps if the schools had been a success financially the supremacy of the public school movement may have been delayed even longer than it was in Indiana. However, as it turned out most of the academies like Battle Ground appeared to be happy to have the township trustee assume the indebtedness of their frail institutions. The usual expenses a student had were tuition, board and room. At Battle Ground the students had a membership fee the literary society. In the primary department the average tuition charge was four dollars per term, five dollars per term in the intermediate department and from six to seven dollars and fifty cents per term in the academic department. The commercial department at the school had a special charge of thirty dollars for the complete course, while a partial course was twenty dollars and bookkeeping alone was fifteen dollars. Occasionally when ornamental penmanship was offered a special fee for this was assessed the student. A common practice in all academies was to charge a seventy five cent fee to maintain a school janitor. When board and room was provided in the Methodist academies the cost was usually two to three dollars per week. Since it is not known whether such facilities existed at Battle Ground it is hard to say whether these additional charges were paid by students. While some additional money would be required, the schools did not encourage parents to give large amounts to students.

The cost of education was somewhat similar in all Methodist schools in the North West Indiana Conference. Thus these schools were not competitive with each other in respect to tuition charges. However, they used every other means to secure patrons and students. With few exceptions the schools would mention in high regards their specific geographical location. In each the beauty of the land, the fertility of the soil, and the perfection of the climate were claimed to be the best in Indiana. The ad mentioned in the first paragraph of this paper suggests how the trustees exploited the battle field for their own advantage. Having eight acres of campus forested with virgin forest oaks, the small stream of Burnetts Creek and two excellent chalybeate springs made the trustees remark, “It is not necessary to give the location of Tippecanoe Battle Ground Institute - all know the location” Considerable emphasis was given to the fact that the school was located in the “quietness of country favorable to study and reflection” and was nurtured in a “pleasant moral and temperate village.” In this regards it must be remembered that the school’s association with the Methodist Church brought it under the influence of the temperance movement and the abolition of gambling and other immoral social practices. Thus it was not uncommon for the catalogues to mention specific controls made of any undesirable environmental influences. The town was in 1867 described as a “fine little village without a doggery, a saloon or a gaming table.” Another means for obtaining students was the advertisement of the school’s special curriculum offerings. Special mention was made of the school’s geological cabinet, surveying instruments, an electrical machine, a microscope, a galvanic battery, air pump and a magnetic electric machine.

Mention has been made of the fact that the Battle Ground Collegiate Institute comprised three academic departments: a primary department of one year, an intermediate department of two years and an academic department of three years. The latter had a preparatory and a scientific collegiate option of three years each. For several years a commercial and phonographic department was added. The primary and intermediate departments were designed to prepare students to enter the academic departments more quickly and to correct insufficient training acquired in any existing public elementary school. One will recall that the public school movement in Indiana was just getting a good start and the quality of work done in many of these schools was not equal to that received in private schools. Thus these departments helped make up any apparent deficiencies. The courses pursued in these two depart​ments were spelling, reading, writing, written and oral arithmetic, primary history, geography and grammar. Occasionally science, penmanship, declamations and vocal music would be included. Usually McGuffey First, Second, Third, Fourth and Fifth Readers were included in these two years. The preparatory option of the academy department afforded the traditional courses of Latin and Greek while the scientific option offered courses in grammar, arithmetic, history, geography, algebra, science, natural philosophy, anatomy, rhetoric, chemistry, geometry, political economy, trigonometry, geology and botany. There was also a course in evidences of Christianity, logic, mental philosophy, natural theology, moral science and the history of the United States. When there existed a commercial department such courses in single and double entry bookkeeping, penmanship and shorthand writing were included. Little is known about the extent of the ornamental branches of the school. These included vocal music and lessons on the piano, guitar or organ, drawing, water and oil painting, embroidery and the art of making wax fruit and hair flowers. Once in awhile a catalogue would mention the fact “that a normal class will be formed this term” for it must be remembered that many of the graduates of the academies would teach in the public schools. At that time a college degree was not required and many schools considered themselves fortunate in having high school graduates as teachers.

Avery interesting phase of the Study of the Battle Ground Collegiate Institute entails an examination of the faculty. The principal was usually referred to as principal or president of the school. Besides this he would be addressed as Principal and Professor of Natural and Moral Science. The average tenure of such persons was about two years and it was not uncommon for them to move from one Methodist school to another. The names of the earlier Presidents are known and include such persons as E. H. Staley, D. Holmes, D. M. Blair and George Rice. In many cases these persons became well known in Indiana and were later elected to the newly created post of superintendent of public instruction or became county super​intendents of schools. While none of the Battle Ground Collegiate Institute principals were known to have continued into such positions, the school was blessed by effective leadership in this role.

Usually principals and the teaching staff were selected at the annual June meeting of the board of trustees. At that time the board would vote to continue the services of those faculty members they wished to have and would proceed to elect new instructors. The minutes of the board, however, were often incomplete in discussing matters of employment with only the statement that “Miss ----  was elected as primary teacher.” To find qualified persons the board of trustees used several means. The newspapers were most often used as a placement agency. Otherwise known persons who might be qualified were requested by mail to apply for such positions. The highest salary was paid to the principal but in some cases he was asked to pay the wages of a primary teacher out of this amount. Instructors in the academic departments were designated as professors and those ladies who served in the primary and intermediate departments were referred to as preceptresses. Besides teaching the staff members had general supervisory duties. They were responsible for the conduct of their students and would hand out demerits when the occasion arose. The teaching loads were heavy in comparison to what public school teachers have today. The primary and intermediate grades were ungraded so that an instructor had to vary many prepara​tions for the different ability and maturational levels of their classes. Likewise the academic professors were required to hear lessons in small rooms adjacent to the upstairs study hall. Here for a period of ten to twenty minutes a teacher could pursue a given subject which might vary extensively in content from one period to another. The teachers were also asked to prepare students for their partici​pation in the literary societies and the special presentations made in the public exhibitions. The early issues of the Indiana School Journal record the names of principals and teachers of the Institute who were in attendance at state teachers conventions or county institutes. Thus the impression is given that the staffs gave much time and energy to their duties but were probably underpaid for the services rendered.

Academically the principals had received their master’s degree but that such degrees could be received from many institutions by merely paying for the additional diploma fee without any formal pre​paration. The teachers in primary and intermediate departments were generally graduates of academies that offered the MEL degree. While the academic preparation of the staff was stressed in the catalogues, it was not uncommon to find unusual statements made regarding the personal qualifications of their staffs; of Rev. D. Holmes it was said “he has proved himself fully equal to the position he occupies; and is of suitable age to exercise that paternal care over the pupils so much desired in such schools.” Prof. Staley was described as “a self made man” and Prof. Rice was known as “a ripe scholar, a thorough and successful educator and is in possession of all that native joviality manifested in the proper place which is calculated to cause students to feel free and at home.” While no record was found at Battle Ground of the student reaction to their instructors it was not uncommon in the Methodist schools to present a gift at the close of an academic year. Usually this was a Bible or a silver headed cane.

Oral examinations were given at the close of each term. There was no record of similar written examinations being given. Parents as well as the Visitors were invited to attend these sessions. One of the Visitors reported in 1859 that:

“Once or twice there was embarrassment and confusion at the blackboards because two classes were at the board at the same time. Although it would not have been allowed had they not been pressed for time, it was suggested that it should not be permitted when it can be avoided.”

The same visitor, however, did praise the teacher for not drawing out answers by using “leading questions” and required the students to state rules and reasons for their solutions to the problems assigned. Again in 1869 the Visitors’ report stated the examinations were good since they clearly showed that students did not end their studies when they closed their books but that they “cultivate free and independent thought.”

The above comments about the administration and academic program of the Battle Ground Collegiate Institute would suggest that life for students in this school was somewhat rigid and restrictive. This may be so if one is to compare the daily life of our present high school or college student with that of the academy. There certainly were limited extra curricular activities and most of these came at the end of a school term. There was no record of Saturday night dances nor were there competitive athletics for such events would have been totally unacceptable. Probably the students at Battle Ground faired as well as most students who went to such a school in a rural community. Only those Methodist schools that were located in a metropolitan community relate having more of a social life for their registrants.

There is no question that the school attempted to regulate the daily life of its members. The code of conduct including a set schedule for classes, study and activities, which had been adopted by John Wesley when he established a similar school in England, was enforced at the Battle Ground Collegiate Institute.

Usually a student’s day began early, especially if he attended a boarding house. While no such a facility was known to have existed at the school no doubt the rules of these were suggestive for all students. In such homes the first bell was at five o’clock and breakfast was at six. School started at 8:30 a.m. and finished at 4:00 p.m. It was never ascertained whether the school had a five or six day week. Chapel exercises were customary before morning classes began and attendance was recorded. Generally on this occasion the principal read a scripture, a hymn was sung and a prayer given. After this the students in the academic department would proceed to the study hall where they would remain for the day except for those times when they would be called into small adjacent cubicles individually or in small groups “to hear their lessons.” Students apparently in the primary and intermediate departments spent the entire day in their own room as is done today in the so called self-contained classroom.

Very strict rules were enforced in the study hall, but there is no record that a faculty member served as a monitor. One may therefore, question whether the students were able to give serious attention to their work. The rules established did not allow students to whisper, receive calls, write notes, leave their seats without permission or read material that had no reference to their studies. In addition to rules regarding study periods the catalogues repeatedly made state​ments that showed that the school supervised carefully other phases of their daily conduct. While one catalogue appealed “to the noblest facilities of the mind and the best feelings of the heart” as a means of controlling their behavior it is definitely known that demerits were given students if they were found to be discourteous to adults, fellow students or teachers. They were strictly forbidden to smoke, use snuff, chew gum or use obscene language. Defacing furniture, attending dances, playing cards, gambling or drinking intoxicating liquors were considered equally bad. Several of the Methodist schools even dis​couraged the association of the sexes but specific action of this nature was never found to exist at Battle Ground. However, at any social occasion there was to be present an adult supervisor. One of the Methodist schools stated that the parlor was the only place wherein the students of both sexes could meet together. At Battle Ground there was a literary society for the men and another for the women.
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On certain days of the week the daily routine was varied by special events. Usually on Friday afternoon the entire student body was assembled in the study hail or in one of the literary halls where literary exercises were held. Apparently each class by some pre​arranged schedule had some of its members responsible for a program. Spell downs, declamations, essays, and a possible debate might make up an afternoon’s program. Apparently some rewards were given for excellence in these performances for one student said in his diary that he received a silver quarter with a hole in it through which a string was strung to tie around his neck for winning a prize.

The important social event of the week occurred on Friday evening when the literary societies met. At Battle Ground Collegiate Institute at least three such societies were known to have existed under the names of the Philomathian, El Dorado and Platonian Society. These societies had special rooms in the building for their meetings and were the most well furnished rooms in the school. Usually the furnishings consisted of carpeted floors, drapes, library cabinets and appropriate chairs. Usually the rooms were completed through citizens in the community. The purpose of such societies was to develop “the social, moral and mental culture of its members” and to acquaint them with “the superior advantage derived from the various rhetorical and parliamentary exercises in which all participate.” Organizationally the officers consisted of a president, vice president, recording secre​tary, treasurer, consuls, editor and editress, sergeant-at-arms and the critic. The latter was the faculty sponsor. Membership was apparently not selective but participation in the organization was re​quired. Otherwise a fine was paid for failure to perform when requested by the consuls. The performances generally consisted of sketches, essays, declamations, orations and debates. Usually these meetings were well attended and enjoyed by all. In documents relating to a number of school reunions comments were frequently made that a husband and wife had first met at the academy and no doubt events like these availed such opportunities.

The closing of each term and especially at the Spring term it was common to hold public literary programs. Sometimes music was provided but here again an exhibition usually consisted of poems, essays, declamations, orations, debates, and essays. At the close of the Spring term the last night they had a special convocation at which time some leading person would be invited to speak. Such lectures often drew considerable comment. Rev. J. C. Read’s lecture at the Institute in 1859 enumerated nine points on “The True Elements of Manly Character.” These he enumerated were: (1) knowledge of God, (2) energy, (3) decisions, (4) firmness, (5) perseverance, (6) diligence, (7) faith, (8) hope and (9) love. The commencement exercises the following day were much like these events today. The principal’s address usually included farewell words to the graduating class and a brief report on the progress of the school. Class standings, moral deportment and academic achievements of students were included in his remarks.

Many persons have wondered what Influence was the religious affiliation of the Methodist Church on the school. The catalogues specified that one daily attendance in a church on Sunday was required of all students but did not specify that it had to be a Methodist Church.
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In one boarding house it was stated that if a young lady did not have a preference for a church she would accompany the principal and his wife to their denomination which usually was Methodist.

On one occasion the Battle Ground Collegiate Institute must have held several evangelistic meetings for the Visitor. Comments in 1860 stated that while some feared these meetings would excite the students too much it was considered desirable since “the soul set free from sin moves in greater rapidity in the paths of science as well as in the ways of virtue and the road to heaven.”

Students in this academy received grade reports. The card of W. A. Ogden shows the areas that were evaluated.

Battle Ground Collegiate Institute

Report of W. A. Ogden

For Spring Term 1869




Latin

100




Greek

100




Rhetoric

100




Mental Science 
100




Elocution

100

Absences from Chapel

Excused         

Absences from Chapel Services
Not Excused      

Absences from Recitations

Excused         

Absences from Recitations

Not Excused      

    Conduct 
100

G.
W. Rice
AM Principal

N.B. 100 Highest; 90 Tolerable; 80 very poor;

   all below little or no merit.

When students graduated they received diplomas or statements testifying that they had satisfactorily completed all of the requirements for a certificate. Occasionally a teacher would write an additional statement, similar to a letter of recommendation that would help a student to secure a job. 1

Before concluding this brief history of the Battle Ground Collegiate Institute mention must be made of the split that occurred in 1867. All of the factors that operated to cause this break are not known, but apparently there was a growing concern by some people that the school was becoming too sectarian for some and that the church was asserting too much control over the institution by others. John Purdue was using the institution to promote his own selfish motives. The first warning of this feeling appeared in the Lafayette Weekly Courier in December of 1866 under the heading “Mr. Purdue Makes a Flank Movement on the Battle Ground Institute.” The article began with a brief history of the school pointing out how the institution under the Methodist Church had outgrown its building and was in need for further expansion. John Purdue who was well known for his generous contributions to churches and civic groups responded with ten thousand dollars which he took in stock rather than give it as a donation. In so doing he virtually obtained control over the school. The paper felt he had done this because he was running for the Indiana State legislature and hoped to buy indirectly votes at Battle Ground. When he lost the election, it was said he became embittered and proceeded to dictate policies governing the institution. Subsequent editorials were certainly unkind to Mr. Purdue. In one occasion in an article titled “Wabash College and the Battle Ground Institute” you felt this strong criticism of this generous benefactor.

Now a single point in this connection will illustrate the “situation” of Mr. Purdue’s flank movement on the Battle Ground Institute. Suppose Mr. Purdue, having given $450 to Wabash College years ago and promising to increase the subscription$10,000, had been complimented with an ornamental position as one of the Trustees. Suppose further that at the next meeting of the Board at Craw​fordsville, he should get up and state as distinctly as he stated at Battle Ground, “This’ere Institoot has been under the patronage of the New School Presbyterian quite long enough. The original donors of the grounds never contempleted it should be a ‘sex​terian’ institution, and I suppose by virtue of the $450 I have given and the $10,000 I intend to give when I sell my hogs to change the base. Here-after there must be one Campbellite professor, one Presbyterian professor (new school), one Pres​byterian professor (old school), one Catholic professor, one Jewish professor, one Baptist professor and myself or Petroleum U.
Nasby as President of the Board.” This in effect was his pronunciamento to the friends and patrons of Battle Ground Institute. If the parallel is faithfully drawn, don’t you think Mr. Purdue would have been fortunate if he obtained the privilege of two hours to get out of town? ... 2

And later on in the same article this interesting comment was made about him:

Why was Mr. Purdue thrust forward with his bigotry subscription and his unredeemed pledges, to proclaim “my policy” in the future management of the school? A man, who, however, good at heart or generous of purse, is notoriously unlearned-- as illiterate as a pig--can scarcely write his name-- can’t tell for his life, whether Shakespeare was the author of Richard II or Richard II was the author of Shakespeare--a man who boasts that he once taught “skule,” but whose attainments, to quote his own language never embraced the three “R’s—-Readln—​Riten--and Rithmetlc.” A pretty specimen Indeed to assume the control of an institution of learning-- to dictate the appointment of professors and reserve to himself as he modestly proclaimed at the meeting In question to “revise and select the studies.” Bah! The subject is becoming nauseating.3

It must be remembered, however, that the paper was a supporter of the Democratic Party and was not likely to speak kindly of Purdue who was a well known Republican.

Mr. Purdue’s position was somewhat vendicated by Eli N. Cooper In a letter sent to the Lafayette Daily Courier and the Lafayette Daily Journal in which he stated the following points. First, he had been approached in 1856 regarding the establishment of a school on his property and that he had deeded this property to the trustees on the condition the school should not be sectarian in character. He had, however, inserted into the deed a reversal clause which stated that in the event the land and the property should cease to be used as “a school of high grade” It would be returned to him. He went on to say that the trustees had organized a corporation and had issued stock in the same. Furthermore he recalled the late Rev. Winams to say that he did not care whether there was a single Methodist on the Board of Trustees nor did he have designs to make “the institute a Methodist any more than a Presbyterian or a Baptist school. The object of the stockholders was to have a collegiate Institute of high order for the benefit of the community at large.” He pointed out that over seven thousand dollars of stock had been sold by 1866 and about five thousand of this had been purchased by non Methodists. He further mentioned that three of the original trustees were Methodists and two were not. In 1861 Mr. Winams resigned and they elected a Mr. Gozales, a Presbyterian, as president thus making three to two the number of non Methodists on the board. In 1866 Mr. Gonzales died and the stockholders elected John Purdue to serve. The latter had previously donated four hundred and fifty dollars and had not since given the school additional money. He concluded by saying that if the Methodists wanted to control the school, which was contrary to the original intention, then they should purchase more stock and by this means acquire controlling interest.

On the following day, an anonymous writer replied to Mr. Cooper’s letter and criticized him for the accuracy of some of his remarks. The writer felt that Mr.Cooper was taking a good chance of capitalizing on his original investment, that the conference had donated considerable money to the school that did not appear in the form of stocks and that Rev. Winams had not promised to keep the school non sectarian in nature. The usual reply to this kind of a letter was made In the Lafayette Daily Journal a few days later when the letter was said to be “a vile calumny and one which the anonymous Individual does not dare to make over his proper signature” and then went on to assert that the Institute was intended to receive the patronage of the church but not its control. The argument therefore seemed to be one over whether the church was or was not attempting too much control and John Purdue was perhaps the unfortunate victim of being caught in the cross-fire of the argument. Probably John Purdue’s appointment to the Board represented to the church group a definite swing toward more secular interests and they did not intend to give up without a fight. Any rate the Lafayette Weekly Courier continued to criticize John Purdue’s intentions but a meeting of the board on December 31, 1866 resulted in a final decision to split the two schools.

This division remained until September of 1869 when it was announced in the paper that it “became evident of late that the welfare of the cause of education In Battle Ground, demanded that the efforts ‘of the people must be harmonious, and therefore the effort was made, and we trust that it will prove eminently successful.” Prof. Rice commented in the September 1st issue of the Western Christian Advocate that the two schools had consolidated and “the leading teachers in both schools compose the Faculty in the consolidation. The movement is no doubt a grand one ... at which we shall be much disappointed if all the people do not say ‘Amen’”.

For awhile both buildings were maintained with the newer school occupying the primary and intermediate branches and the academic department in the old building. Eventually the entire school was moved to the new building for in 1874 Eli Cooper brought suit against the Academy based on the reversal clause in the original deed. In his brief before the Circuit Court in Tippecanoe County, he contended that a high school In the original building had been maintained “until about three years ago In about 1871 when the Trustees of said insti​tution found it utterly impossible to maintain said institution for want of patronage and abandoned the idea of maintaining a school in said tract of land.” The building was now being used as a boarding house for those who came to drink the mineral waters of the springs. The court therefore granted his request and the original tract was deeded back to Eli Cooper.

Historical data are lacking concerning the exact closing date of this school, the last official records of the school show it was still in existence in 1876 and DeHart, in his history of Tlppecanoe County, states that the school closed its doors in 1882.

1 Methodist Schools in the North West Indiana Conference from 1852 to

1892, 1952, p. 181.

2 Ibid., p. 82.

3 Ibid., p. 84

THE STORY OF BATTLE GROUND ASSEMBLY FROM CAMP

MEETING TO THE PRESENT DAY

by the Rev. W. D. Archibald

THE CAMP MEETING ERA

At the Annual Conference of 1874 John L. Smith, William Graham and John H. Hull introduced a resolution to discontinue the district camp meetings and begin one of conference scope. It was decided that a location near Lafayette was the best place and, with the addition of Rev. Allen A. Gee’s name, these men became a committee on location. In 1874 Eli Cooper was claiming that the use of the Institute grounds had so deteriorated that they were to be returned to him and the court had so ordered. Rev. L. S. Buckles Joined in this appraisal of facts by stating that “the grounds had lain in waste for several years.” Accordingly, the Committee on Location, after looking over several sites, decided that the old Institute grounds would be a most desirable place for the Conference Camp meetings, but, John H. Hull, on reporting the Committee’s choice let it be known that they were unable financially to purchase the grounds. George Wolfer, who had moved to a farm just east of the town of Battle Ground, was present at the meeting and asked that he be allowed three weeks to make the purchase. When the time arrived to report success or failure the energetic Mr. Wolfer appeared at the meeting, deed and abstract in hand, having fulfilled his part of the bargain.

A Camp Meeting Association was formed in 1875 with Mark Jones as its first president. John H. Hull was asked to raise funds with which to pay for the grounds. Those who gave $25 or more toward the purchase were given the privilege of a building site 16 x 24 ft. to be platted about the grounds. A stock company was organized to sell 250 shares at $10 per share, being considerably aided by the enthusiasm of the previously mentioned Mr. Wolfer and his friend, “Uncle” George Count, who bantered each other to give until each had laid $300 on the line. The Committee was jubilant over the purchase of the ten acre tract for $1700. The Conference of 1874 having asked the Association to become incorporated, Articles of Incorporation were drawn up and read to the Committee Dec. 22, 1875, and thereafter in all the churches of the Conference. (See further ADMINISTRATION & MANAGEMENT of this narrative.)

An invitation was extended to the National C amp Meeting Association to be present the next year and all camp meeting announcements stressed the excellent location of the old Institute grounds with good housing facilities, a fine spring and convenient transportation. (The railroad built as the New Albany & Salem in 1853 is now called the Monon.) In 1875 the tabernacle with seating capacity approximating 2500 and the preachers’ cottage were built, and in 1884 dining facilities sufficient to care for 200 persons were augmented by the building of a large brick oven. Let it be remembered that these arrangements pre-dated the convenience of the commercial bakery by many years, and food preparation had to start “from scratch” including the making of “the daily bread”. The old Institute building had twenty-nine rooms and an office.

The original ten acres extended to the rear of the first row of cottages north of the tabernacle but in 1879 the Conference Trustees reported the purchase of two additional tracts of land at a cost of $1150 which extended the property to the street at the north end and by 1880 they were able to report a reduction In the debt from $1350 to $630. Construction on the first cottages on the grounds began about 1875 by L. S. and L. G. Buckles and J. J. Claypool. The first one completed was built by Robert Heath and is known as “Sunny Side”. By 1884 there were seven cottages on the grounds.

The first camp meeting was held in the woods in 1874, the business atmosphere of the Conference not being thought conducive to the camp meeting spirit, but in 1875the last week was made a part of the meeting of the Annual Conference. Bishop Peck was the preacher in 1878 and one hundred conversions were reported at this meeting. The meeting of 1882 with Rev. Frank Hardin as the evangelist was said to be one of the most spiritual of those days.
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Camp meetings extended over a two-week period, including three Sundays. In 1884 an Innovation was made by introducing a series of lectures to add variety to the program. In 1908 Rev. George W. Switzer worte of those days thus: “For thirty-four years this camp meeting has been conducted annually. The greatest preachers of the church have been secured and great audiences have thrilled to the eloquent presentation of the great themes of the Word of God   Bishop Simpson of national fame, is yet remembered by the thousands who heard him almost a third of a century ago; other bishops, editors, secretaries, ministers eminent in their profession, prominent laymen-- -have stood on the platform of the camp meeting tabernacle and proclaimed the truths of the everlasting gospel that have been translated into holy living and consecrated service. In thirty-four years more than 200,000 people have found their way to this greatest religious gathering of the country and have received from it help for the life that now is and for the life that is to come.”
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Problems that beset the management in 1879 were the meeting of the inevitable expenses, the running of Sunday trains, and operation of the refreshment stand on Sunday. Admission fees were charged on two days a week. In 1877 a ten cent fee per person netted $958.34 to help with finances, but operation of the hotel and dining room was on such a slender margin of profit there were not enough funds to make needed repair and improvements. That year (1877) the officers of the Camp Meeting Association deeded the property to the Trustees of the Conference, with $978.36 in funds and liabilities amounting to $1359.23 but financial problems continued to plague those in charge. In 1888 the Trustees turned over the property to the Battle Ground Camp Meeting Association, a stock company, to be capitalized at $7500 through the sale of three hundred shares at $25 per share. The year’s deficit was about $400 and the total debt about $3000. But the Camp Meeting Association continued to try to meet its obligations largely by platform subscriptions and gate receipts. By 1916 Rev. U. G. Leazenby, Superintendant of the Lafayette District, was reporting that the cost of the camp meeting each year was about $2000 and that there was a debt of $10,000 of several years standing. Rev. George W. Switzer then took up the cause and led in a program that cleared this debt in 1921-22.

THE DIVERSIFIED PROGRAM ERA

The district superintendants, reporting as a committee on the Battle Ground Camp Meeting in 1917, stated that “about thirty years ago it had been formed to best care for this work for the Conference”. They noted that a new generation had come into membership of the Conference and that the founding generation were nearly all gone. “Our camp meeting has become a religious institute for Bible study, missionary training, Sunday School Institutes, methods of church work, laymen’s ‘gatherings, boys’ camps, and other forms of religious activities. These are all in demand today and the sum total of good derived from these sources far exceeds the value of the old-time camp meetings.” It was noted that in 1916 the largest Epworth League Institute in the world was held at Battle Ground. Since the program had so greatly expanded from its original purpose of holding a camp meeting, the Camp Meeting Association turned the property back to the Conference in 1924 for its management and direction.

The youth organizations of the church were formed into an Epworth League in 1889. By 1893 there were 91 chapters with 4912 members within the Conference, along with 46 Junior League chapters with 2521 members. The first Epworth League Institute held in Indiana was at Battle Ground in 1913. It was state-wide in scope and there were about 250 young people in attendance. Seventeen young men and women dedicated themselves to the ministry and missionary work. Beginning in 1917 the Institute at Battle Ground was confined to the Northwest Indiana Conference but there were 1046 in attendance with ninety-nine consecrating their lives to Christian service. In 1922 the attendance at the Institute was 1024 and it was declared the most outstanding in Methodism. But it was felt that the numbers were too large and more emphasis began to be placed on the qualifications of those who proposed to attend. As a result of this the 1924 attendance was 776 and 550 certificates were issued to those meeting the requirements. In 1919 Rev. Blame E. Kirkpatrick led the youth in building the swimming pool for the Institute, which was first filled with water pumped from Burnett’s Creek, and from his experience In Epworth League work Rev. Kirkpatrick went on to become its National Executive Secretary from 1925 to 1936. The chapters in Tere Haute built a model Epworth League cottage in 1920 and, concurrently tennis courts, ball diamonds and handicraft projects all became part of an activities program. The testimonial campfire services were uplifting religious experiences as were the classes and inspirational meetings, which were inter​spersed with dramatic, oratorical and musical features. “Talent Night” had its beginning in those days.
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The families with children at the camp meeting conceived the Idea of organizing a camp for boys in 1913. It was called “Boyville”. The mothers raised anticipated funds and the Lafayette District assumed the remaining balance of cost. “Boyville” met as a tented village on the Tippecanoe battle field in 1914 with more than forty boys and the next year attendance doubled. Its program was religious, moral, athletic, and there was also training in civic affairs. In 1928 the J. W. Harrisons gave the Conference seventy-nine acres of land across Burnett’s C reek and Bright’s Barracks ,later known as Bright’s Lodge, built in Harrison Heights, became the home of “Boyville”.

The first School of Missions was held at Battle Ground in 1921. It was promoted by Mrs. Ida H. dyne, Conference Corresponding Secretary for the Women’s Foreign Missionary Society, being the first in Methodism to be launched by a single conference. The next year the Women’s Home Missionary Society became a part of the School also, and in 1923 Mrs. Gracia Jewett, Corresponding Secretary of W.H.M.S., interested in a camp for Queen Esther girls, was instru​mental in organizing the 3 M Camp. Seventy-five girls were registered in this camp which was first called by the euphonious title “Methodist Missionary Maidens”. As a compliment to Miss Pauline Place, a missionary from 
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Nagasaki, Japan, who was the missions teacher that year the “lantern parade” was instituted which became a tradition associated with Battle Ground and was continued through the years. Attendance of the School of Missions for 1925 included 200 women, 230 girls and children. The next year 200 women registered in the School, 106 girls were in3MCampand 103 in Junior Camp. Hawthorne Darby, who had in former years at Battle Ground given herself as a medical missionary to the Philippine Islands, came to the annual Mother & Daughter Banquet in 1932 attired in a beautiful Philippine costume. (It is here appropriate to remind the reader that Dr. Darby sacrificed her life in the Philippines as a casualty of World War II.)

The School of Missions continued to operate (and does today) but in 1945 the 3MCamp was merged into the general youth camping program in order to make its missionary emphasis effective there.

In 1922 the International Religious Education Association was formed and immediately the Conference Board of Sunday Schools proposed to set up a standard training school for Sunday School workers and teachers. Its first session was held in 1923 with 80 regis​trations and the granting of 46 credits. Over 100 were registered in 1926 and 80 certificates granted. M. C. Hunt as Dean, E. R. Bartlet and Nellie Young were on the faculty. The next year enrollment was up 25% and was reported to be the best school yet held. The General Board of Education was well pleased with the school and in 1929 the Board of Sunday Schools suggested that it be held for ten days instead of five. The School reported in 1932 that in eight years of work there were nearly 1000 who had attended and 6 had completed the entire course of instruction, ten courses being offered. The 75 children in Junior Camp were used as a kind of laboratory school in this connec​tion.

The Bible Conference became the successor to the camp meeting of former days as other and more varied programs increased and some of the nation’s best preachers were brought to Battle Ground to enhance the program. Some great teachers led in Bible study, attracting adults, cottage owners and their families, as well as many others who attended this week of information and inspiration for vacation and relaxation. Ties of friendship were here formed which continued over the years. The last of these was held in 1939.

The Conference, taking note of the many Improvements made to its property, decided to hold its 1931 session at Battle Ground. The close association helped strengthen a common bond among its members and they liked it so well that the Conference met there each year through 1942 except in 1940. As more laymen began attending the sessions the accomodations at the hotel and cottages became taxed to the limit but many preachers and laymen alike remember the close fellowship of those years.
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ERA OF THE YOUTH CAMPING PROGRAM

As the Board of Directors and the Board of Trustees faced changing times, the camping program of youth continued to expand greatly. The Board of Education felt that new plans for the youth camps should include a limitation to one hundred fifty for each camp and the program had to be expanded over many more weeks than formerly. More camp sites had to be found with the result that a new camp location was purchased consisting of two hundred thirty-two acres on Pine Creek near Pine Village in Warren County. The accompanying report on camping indicates the growth of this phase of activity in the Conference.

BUILDINGS, COTTAGES AND REAL ESTATE

The original Institute building was erected in 1862. It was a majestic, two-story brick building with two massive towers facing nearly east across the campus toward the Wabash river and the ancient Indian site of Prophet’s Town, the railroad passing across the foreground. The building was thirty-eight feet wide and ninety-six feet long with a two-story veranda between the towers. The most extensive remodeling was done in 1927-28 when it was changed from a two-story to a three-story building designed by Rev. J. G. Campbell, the work being financially possible by a gift of $7500 from Mr. & Mrs. J.
E. Marshall of Montmorenci. In recognition of the gift the old building entered a new phase of service, being named Hotel Marshall in honor of the donors. To the west side of the hotel at the second floor level a number of rooms were added above the dining room and the dining room itself was greatly expanded by means of a gift from the W. E. Carpenters, being called thereafter “Carpenter Hall” in honor of them. Thus, in 1928, with new subscriptions amounting to $23,000 the Battle Ground Assembly made a great many improvements to its builidngs, spending about $31,000. The oldest building on the grounds was the chapel and this quaint little structure, so typical of its time, was repainted inside and out, being refurbished by the addition of new seats appropriate to its simple, unpretentious style. Then came the disastrous depression of 1929 before any appreciable amount of the indebtedness was paid! When the mortgage was renewed in 1939 it still amounted to $20,950 but strenuous effort was made to reduce the sum so that by 1944 the remaining debt was $9250. The next year Rev. T. L. Stovall led a campaign to clear this amount.

As previously mentioned elsewhere the tabernacle was built for the camp meeting in 1875. It was ninety feet wide and one hundred feet long, with a good No. 1 pine shingle roof and had a seating capacity for 2000 to 2500 persons. A commodious two-story cottage for the preachers was attached to the west end of the structure. The cost of building the tabernacle and substantial fence about the grounds entailed $1165.45 plus a lumber bill of $250. Wooden awnings were built around the sides in 1879 and these, when dropped, enclosed the building for protection. In one of its three remodelings the preachers’ cottage was removed and became one in the row back of the tabernacle. As remodeled most extensively in 1910 it is now seventy-five and a half feet wide and one hundred twenty-eight feet long. The sides are fourteen feet high, being twenty-four feet at the center. The platform at the west end is thirty feet wide and twenty-four feet deep. It is known as SWITZER AUDITORIUM in recognition of the gifts and services of the Rev. George W. Switzer.
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By today’s standards all of the cottages built when the enterprise began were very primitive indeed. There was no running water, no inside plumbing, no electricity, nor provision for heat. But in 1916, Rev. U. G. Leazenby, Supt. of the Lafayette District, was calling attention to the convenience of a new water system, electric lights and other conveniences to the cottage owners. More preachers and laymen were urged to consider building more cottages on the grounds, there being (in 1917) fiftyalreadyinuse.Byl92ORev. W. E. McKenzie, Dist. Supt., reported there were fifty-five excellent cottages though only forty-nine persons were listed as cottage owners. The Board of Managers in 1921 expressed pleasure that people wanted to build cottages and in 1923 the South Bend Union built the large stone on the grounds. Bright’s Lodge, formerly called Bright’s Barracks, built in 1928 was the last to be erected.

At the request of the Board of Trustees in 1951 the buildings owned by the Conference were appraised by an experienced insurance adjuster. The value thus shown was $131,000. The insurance carried was $29,000. Because of the prohibitive cost of total coverage it was recommended that such improvements as could be afforded be made in order to reduce the fire hazard. The State Board of Health examining the Battle Ground Assembly facilities in anticipation of its forthcoming camp program that year stated that “though it did not meet all the State’s specifications, it was one of the best equipped summer camps in Indiana”.

By 1950 the Conference was considering a change in policy toward conference-owned cottages but the next year reconsidered its thinking because the privately owned cottages were in better repair than the others, and as a consequence it was voted to encourage privately and group-owned cottages. In 1951 Paul Reisen and William Miller proposed moving their cottages from the grounds and permission was granted by the Board of Directors, but it was pointed out that this action was not intended to establish a precedent. The W.S.C.S. spent $1136.07 in 1952 to improve the housing at Battle Ground and, led by Mrs. J. F. Kirkpatrick, Mrs. R. R. Blake and Mrs. Wayne Nicely, much work was contributed in improving the hotel and cottages.

Leases to cottage owners were made for periods of fifteen years with the privilege of re-leasing but no lots were ever deeded to cottage owners. No leases could be transferred or reassigned except by
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consent of the Board of Directors. Each cottage owner paid an Assembly Cottage Tax of $5.00 per year. The yearly water tax for group cottages was $10.00; for cottages with water attached, $5.00; for cottages with no water connections, $3.50. There was no charge if the cottage was not used. All plumbing had to be approved by the Building & Grounds Committee and cottages were not to be rented as permanent residences but only for the summer and fall seasons.

Rev. Claude Young, as president of the Board of Trustees, once said, “Time is hard on property.” In the same vein Rev. E. 0. Eckler, reporting for the Battle Ground Assembly in 1949 said that “after
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the hotel roof had been repaired this spring and a section of it renewed, one wit suggested that we jack up the roof and build a new hotel under it.” Henry C. Prang, the structural engineer employed by the Camping Commission in 1959 said that “the old hotel has been remodeled so often and so inexpertly that the . . .basic structure is badly weakened. It would probably cost more to restore than to provide new buildings to fit present day needs.. ..that the old auditorium was never a strong permanent building and now would have to be almost completely rebuilt to make it safe and suitable for continued use.” So in the spring of 1962, one hundred years after it was erected, the old hotel was razed to make way for a new modern service center and office building.

The land (8.08 acres) on which the old Institute had been built In 1862 had been bought from Eli N. Cooper for $1,000 in December, 1957, and he had given $500 to encourage the formation of the school described elsewhere in this narrative. A second plot of 37.02 acres was added to this and part of the holding was laid out in town lots which were sold, the proceeds being used to build the Institute. The reversion clause had provided that the land be returned to Mr. Cooper should the school fail to operate in a satisfactory manner. This condition became a fact and the court ordered return of the property to Cooper. The way in which it was acquired from Mr. Cooper by the Camp Meeting Association has been heretofore described.

The most extensive land transaction was made in 1927 when J. W. Harrison of Attica gave 79.29 acres which extended west from the camp grounds across Burnett’s Creek, including the site of historic Prophet’s Rock and 29.2 acres of upland in its environs. Upon this tract Mr. Frank Bright of Boswell built “Bright’s Barracks” as a kind of headquarters for Boyville on what was called Harrison Heights. This was later removed to the camp ground site the better to protect it from vandalism.

ADMINISTRATION AND MANAGEMENT

The ownership arid management of the Battle Ground property have gone through several changes as the program has varied with the years and finances have fluctuated up and down. When the Institute was begun in 1857 a Board of Trustees, without denominational direction held title to the land. A stock company made up of those who contributed to the promotion of the school managed its affairs and it was thus administered when, in 1867, friction arose between management and administration of the Institute resulting in a new school being built under the ownership and management of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Prof. G. W. Rice, a member of the Conference who was principal from 1866 to 1882, succeeded in uniting the two schools in 1869. The Conference appointed official visitors to the school from 1858 to 1876.

When the ground was bought for the camp meeting site in 1874 Rev. Allen A. Gee and Robert Heath held title to the property for two years while the Camp Meeting Association, a stock company, was getting the camp meeting program under way. The Conference elected a Board of Directors In 1875 to manage the grounds. On September 6, 1876, Articles of Association were filed, the Conference became a corporate body, and a Board of Trustees received the pro​perty from Mr. Heath and Rev. Gee. Members of the first Board of Trustees were Rev. John L. Smith, Rev. Allen A. Gee, Rev. James H. Claypool, Rev. Lucas Nebecker and laymen Robert Heath, Hiram L. Gruber and Mark Jones. They received $978.36 in funds and $1359.23 from the Camp Meeting Association.

In 1888 the Trustees reported financial difficulties and the Conference voted to transfer the property to a stock company which would assume the indebtedness of $3000 and manage the future affairs of the camp meeting. The Articles of Incorporation of the Battle Ground Camp Meeting Association provided for a stock company with a capital stock of $7500 divided into $25 shares. On September 29, 1888, there were eighty shares subscribed. Isaac Meharry owned thirty-two shares, the largest number held by any one person. Rev. E. W. Strecker bought the last three shares in 1916. The business affairs were to be under the direction of a Board of Managers.

Opinions expressed in 1923 that the grounds should be turned back to the Board of Trustees of the Conference gathered force and In 1924 both the stockholders and the Board of Managers voted to transfer the property to the Conference Board of Trustees and that body accepted the responsibility. After this transfer (1924) the program was carried forward under the title “Battle Ground Assembly” and was under the direction of a Board of Directors, twenty-seven in number, nine of whom were elected each year.

Beside the directors there were five officers. After 1927 the Board of Directors included the district superintendants, an Epworth League representative, one delegate each from the Board of Sunday Schools and the Missionary Societies. After 1936 the deans for each of the various programs were on the Board of Managers. In 1930 the Board of Directors became THE BOARD OF MANAGERS but retained the same functions and after 1940 the title “Managers” was deleted from the official name of the governing body and It Is listed presently (1964) as “Trustees of Battle Ground Assembly”.

By 1945 It had become quite apparent that the programs at Battle Ground belonged under the direction of the Board of Education and
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that body began looking for an Executive Secretary. Harvey Kiser was asked to serve on a voluntary basis, then Esther Miller on a part-time basis. Estel I. Odle, in 1947, became the first full—time Executive Secretary and that year the cabinet was asked to raise a special committee whose membership would not include either a member of the Board of Education or the Board of Managers. The function of this special committee was to report on program and use of the Battle Ground properties. The Board of Education was trying to reduce costs to campers and the Board of Trustees faced the perennial needs in costs of repair and improvements. The Trustees, being compelled to refuse lower ground fees to campers went on to add, (In harassed desparation) “that the cattle on somewhat less than a thousand hills on the uplands of the Battle Ground property would be claimed by the Board of Directors and sold to the highest bidder in order to vacate the land for summer use of the Board of Education. And if there be no bidders, the cattle be slaughtered in the open fields and a great barbecue prepared.”

The Board of Directors, in 1957, considered the advisability of turning over the Battle Ground and Pine Creek property to the Board of Education, or some other group for development and operation. As a result of this thinking the 1958 Conference authorized the formation and Incorporation of a COMMISSION ON CAMPING and voted that the Board of Directors lease its properties to this Com​mission for $1.Ooper year. (“The Board of Directors” of the Methodist Church after 1940 corresponds in title to the “Board of Trustees” of the former Methodist Episcopal Church.)

In 1962 the Commission on Camping recommended that its status as an incorporated body be discontinued and that it become a part of the Board of Education; the membership of the Commission to be elected by the Conference to include one each of the following: Cabinet, Board of Directors, W.S.C.S., Board of Lay Activities, Commission on Christian Vocations, Board of Education, Evangelism, Missions, Christian Social Concern and one each representing the four age groups of campers, Conference MYF, two recent directors of camps and three members at large. The first director of camping was James Norris who was program director for the Turkey Run State Park. The Rev. Donald L. Francis served in this capacity from Feb. 1, 1960, to Jan. 31, 1963, and was succeeded by Rev. I. Lyle Loomis who is the current (1964) director.
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TODAY LOOKS TOWARD TOMORROW

The church’s Capital Funds program will provide facilities for accomplishing its objectives more effectively. The asking in Capital Funds for Battle Ground is $246,750. The first allotment of $5350 was released to its initial project in 1961 and was used to purchase private cottages. In 1962 the second installment included $105,053 for a Retreat Center and Lounge Area; $24,000 for an adequate sewage treatment plant and new water lines; and $2000 for renovation of cottages. Facing West, the Retreat Center, forty-three feet wide and one hundred thirty feet long, is located on the mall looking towards the village. It has two dormitory areas with a kitchen and dining room between and is winterized for use by church groups the year around. The Lounge Assembly stands where the old hotel lobby and porch formerly stood. It provides an area fifty feet wide and fifty-five feet long for classes and a central meeting place connected to Carpenter Hall.

The master plan pictures the Battle Ground Assembly resembling a mid-lOth century Indiana village, its grand old trees along a public mall with an attractive chapel at the end next to the battle field. Cottages would be built in keeping with that idea and located about the grounds to give that look. The area across Burnett’s Creek will one day be a play and recreation ground. A new kitchen-dining room would also have a rainy day play space in the basement and would connect by covered walkway to the class room area. Some of the buildings will be of winterized construction so they may be used any time of year.

From glorious yesterdays this Conference contemplates the Battle Ground Assembly today. Great and far reaching has been the fruition of lives dedicated to Christ amid these surroundings. It remains for today’s church to take up this challenge, that more and even greater good may justify the vision, the sacrifices and dedicated service of the “founding fathers”. Who can measure or even estimate what that may be? The Assembly potential, motivated by the Holy Spirit, and renewed with every forthcoming generation, SHALL continue to render service to the churches of the Conference in strengthening Christian character and developing Christian leadership. This must be our unswerving purpose as the Northwest Indiana Conference looks at Battle Ground today.

THE FUTURE OF THE CAMP

By:
Dr. I. Lyle Loomis, Executive Secretary of the Board of Education and its Commission on Camping (February 1, 1957 to date) of the Northwest Indiana Conference of The Methodist Church.

Under the direction of the conference board of education and its commission on camping, the program of resident Christian education at Battle Ground has continued to grow in numbers of participants and variety of programs. Back in 1950 two camps for boys and girls in the fifth and sixth grades, two camps for youth in the seventh and eighth grades, three camps for senior high youth, and two short-term camps for adults were held at Battle Ground. The total attendance was 1,048. In 1963, in addition to eleven camps held in Michigan, Tennessee and at Pine Creek Camp, sixteen camps, Institutes and retreats were held at Battle Ground with a total attendance of 1,563 boys and girls, youth and adults. During the fall and winter months over forty groups of youth or adults from many local churches representing several denominations, and other character-building agencies held short-term retreats at Battle Ground. The total attendance for these retreats was about 1,645. Hence, in the twelve month period Just past over three thousand attended some type of camp at Battle Ground.

The fact that the first retreat center constructed at Battle Ground has been In such constant demand, with more using the total facilities during the school months than during the summer, has caused the Board of Education, its Commission on Camping and the Conference Board of Directors, to develop a new master plan which will make it possible for a total group of 350 persons to attend the camp during the summer, with proper housing and programming facilities for 150 persons at any time during the winter months. These additional facilities will include three winterized dormitories with cooking and eating space, classrooms and a heated chapel. The total attendance at Battle Ground camps, institutes, retreats and conferences is expected to exceed five thousand within the next five years.
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